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2019 was another big year for MEOW Foundation and everyone in the MEOW family. From the MEOW 
staff, board members and volunteers, to our supporters in the wider community, everyone had a role to 

play in our continued efforts to give a better life to cats in need. 

One of the highlights of this year was the launch of MEOW Charity Thrift Shop. Several years ago, MEOW 
Foundation began to host garage sales in an effort to raise funds to renovate our new Adoption Centre. 
This initiative grew over time, and eventually transformed into a plan to open our very own thrift shop. 
This dream was finally realized in April, 2019 when we opened the doors of our shop for the first time. 

Since then, the shop has grown and flourished. Owing to the outstanding support from our community, 
it is now proving to be a strong additional revenue stream for MEOW Foundation, with all of the 

proceeds from sales going directly towards our organization’s programs. 

All of our programs continue to improve the lives of both cats and humans in our community, and we 
have the numbers to prove it. In this past year, we rescued 959 cats, took 2617 cats through SNAP and 

helped 54 cats through the TNR program. 

2020 will mark our twentieth anniversary year. As we proudly reflect on all that we have achieved over 
the past two decades, we can’t help but think about what’s to come. Our achievements to date will 
surely serve as motivation and help us to pave the way for greater things than we ever could have 
imagined back in 2000. With your ongoing support, we are positive that we will continue to grow. 

Thank you for helping us to Make Each One Wanted.

Message from the Board
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MEOW’s Partner — In Cream
Everyone has a routine. Eat, sleep, play, repeat 
sums up the day-to-day of many of our feline 
friends. For Routine Cream founders Neige and 
Pippa Blair, every day is somewhat unique.  
Yet, one part of their routine remains consistent: 
the desire to give back. 

Indeed, the Calgary-born natural deodorant 
company built their foundations on a dream 
to help others. Unable to find a commercial 
deodorant that worked for herself, Neige 
experimented with a wide range of natural 
formulas until she found something that was 
truly effective. 

“I did a lot of research on what ingredients are 
good for the skin and antibacterial,” says Neige. 
“The formula worked for me so I gave it to 
family and friends and they really loved it.”

Sister-in-law Pippa was one of the first to 
sample it. Identifying their passion for natural 
products and the need to share them with 
others, the pair decided to form a business 
in 2012. This marked the birth of Routine Cream, 
a now global company, with 15 unique scents 
and two face oils stocked in over 2,500 outlets 
worldwide. A chain of refill stores containing  
a host of home and personal products and 
range of wines are also in the pipeline.

“We essentially want to be a household name 
worldwide,” says Pippa. “We want to provide 
everyone with access to household products 
from a clean and trusted source.”

Neige and Pippa are equally passionate about 
environmental wellness. Their refill program, 
which is in place in several stores around Calgary, 
allows people to refresh their Routine pots, 
avoiding unnecessary waste.

Their focus on giving back doesn’t end there. 
Last year, the Routine Cream team approached 
MEOW Foundation, expressing their desire  
to support our cause. 

“We had been thinking about supporting  
a shelter,” says Neige. “I was driving past  
MEOW Thrift Shop every day. When I went in 
and got talking to people, they seemed really 
enthusiastic about what they were doing and  
I said ‘this is it.’”

Through their Cat of the Month initiative  
on social media, Routine has helped us to get 
many cats adopted, providing each new owner 
with a unique adoption kit. They have also 
paid for the spay or neuter of one intake  
each month. 

“On our labels, we have used symbols 
of animals to help us with our marketing. 
Now we want to give back to those same 
animals,” says Pippa. 

4
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A Purrfect Pawtnership
Regal Cat Cafe is the perfect place to 
relax and release your inner cat crazy. In 
partnership with MEOW Foundation, the 
cafe is conveniently located in the heart of 
Kensington.

You can enjoy a unique and special experience 
with friends and family to enjoy refreshments 
such as coffee, tea and dessert treats.

The cafe can house up to twelve adoptable 
MEOW cats in a special cat-tailored space 
affectionately called Kitty Kingdom. This is 
a separate room from the café designed for 
visitors to relax, cuddle, and play with resident 
kitties. These adoptable cats live at the café,  
and MEOW’s team carefully selects and works 
to socialize them in advance of arriving at 
Regal Cat Cafe. This ensures cats, guests and 
staff have a positive experience. Reservations 
are required to ensure your spot!
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Donor Impact
MEOW Foundation gratefully recognizes  
your wonderful kindness and generosity.  
You enabled us to accomplish some amazing 
feats in 2019. Our heartfelt thanks for all 
your efforts.

TNR

54

Finalized 
Adoptions

976
Intake

959

$22,335
Raised through 
calendar sponsorship 
and sales

347
Volunteers

2,617
SNAP spay and  

neuter surgeries
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33.8% Veterinary Expenses & SNAP 

1.1% Taxes

18.0% Intake/Adoptions

8.5% Fundraising

6.3% Facility & Shelter

9.7% Reserve for Future Projects 

22.6% General & Administration

Fiscal Responsibility

Funding
55.2% Donations 

16.5% Adoption Fees

2.1% Casino 

16.0% Fundraising 

2.3% Interest & Other

7.9% Grants

Spending
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Our Newest Venture
On May 1, 2019 MEOW Charity Thrift Shop 
opened its doors to the public as an ongoing 
source of revenue to fund the needs of cats  
in MEOW Foundation’s care.

Board Chair, Stephanie Sterling, two part-time 
staff and volunteers lend their skills and 
time to all aspects of operating the shop which 
allows customers to enjoy shopping for a wide 
assortment of donated new and second-hand 
treasures, six days each week.

It’s truly a win-win for all knowing that 100%  
of all proceeds help stray and abandoned cats 
in MEOW’s care and that recycling is good for 
our planet. 

Open for just one month during the 2019 fiscal 
year ending in June, we were amazed how 
quickly supporters embraced the concept 
through donations and volunteering. 

Our heartfelt thanks to everyone for helping 
to make our newest fundraising venture a 
success. With deepest appreciation, we look 
forward to your continued support.

MEOW Foundation
Box 65024, RPO North Hill, Calgary, AB

403.230.6033 | www.meowfoundation.com




